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The US Forest Service Prepares for Santa Ana Winds

VALLEJO, Calif., Nov. 16, 2007--In anticipation of forecasted Santa Ana winds expected Tuesday, the Forest Service is bringing in additional firefighters, fire engines, and aircraft that will be ready to respond to any new fire as soon as it starts.

In addition to the hundreds of Forest Service firefighters that are normally in place in southern California at this time of year, the agency is bringing in more than 75 additional fire engines, 15 hand crews, 13 helitankers, and eight fixed wing airtankers that will be available for any new fire starts during the Santa Ana wind event. Additionally, the Air National Guard and Air Force Reserve will pre-position four MAFFS equipped C-130 firefighting aircraft in southern California.

"By Monday afternoon all of our additional resources will be in place, and we feel confident that in conjunction with the preparedness efforts of our state and local partners that we have ample resources to quickly respond to any new fires as soon as they start," said Pacific Southwest Region Director of Fire and Aviation Management Ed Hollenshead.

Experts have forecast Santa Ana winds to begin as early as Tuesday morning, and are expected to remain in the area through Saturday morning.
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