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Lake Fire 
BAER Assessment Team 
Key Cooperators/Stakeholders/ 

Technical Specialists 
 

•Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
•State of California (Caltrans, OES, Fish & Wildlife) 
•US Geological Survey (USGS) 
•Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
•Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
•Morongo Tribe 
•National Weather Service (NWS) 
•Regional Water Quality Control Board (Santa Ana) 
•San Bernardino County – Public Works & OES 
•San Gorgonio Wilderness Volunteer Association 
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BAER Objectives 
FSM 2523 

• Assess Threats to Human Life, Safety and 
Property 
 

• Assess Threats to Natural and Cultural 
Resources 

 

• Prescribe and implement emergency 
stabilization treatments if needed to 
manage unacceptable risk 



BAER Process 
• Identify Values at Risk 
• Conduct post-fire watershed assessment - Threats 
• Determine if an Emergency exists - Risk Evaluation 
• Identify Treatments to Reduce Risk 
• Forest Managers & Interagency Cooperators 

Briefing 
• Implementation  
• Monitoring 
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Fire Started: 
Thursday, June  17, 2015 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Total Acres Assessed  
by the BAER Team: 30,488 acres 

 Lake Fire 

Forest Service – 23,387 acres 
Other Federal  (BLM)– 1,861 acres   

Private – 5,240 acres 
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Soil Burn Severity 
The BAER Facts 

•Unburned – 4,327 acres (14%) 
•Low – 17,100 acres (56%) 

•Moderate – 8,420 acres (28%) 
•High – 640 acres (2%) 
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Soil Burn Severity Map 
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Post-fire Watershed Response 
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Summary of Values at Risk 
Life/Public Safety/Property 
• Recreation Residences & Organization Camps in Barton Flats area 
• Barton Flats Water System (Barton Flats Camp Association) 
• South Fork Recreation Residence Tract 
• Jenks Lake Flume (Bear Valley Mutual Water Division) 
• Communities and various parcels of Private lands 
• Forest Service Roads 
• County Road (Jenks Lake Road) 
• State Highway 38 
• Forest Service developed recreation sites and trails 
 

Natural Resources 
• Native vegetation recovery and plant communities 
• Soil productivity/watershed function 
• TES species (plants and wildlife) 
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Public  & Interagency Outreach 

• Org Camps/Rec Residences meetings 
• CalTrans and San Bernardino County Roads field trip 
• Media tour to the Lake Fire burned area 
• Interagency Coordination meetings 
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Evaluations of Org Camps, Rec 
Residences, and Developed Rec Sites 

Focused assessment of 
risk/threats to life and 
property at:  
• Organization Camps  
• Recreation 

Residences 
• Developed 

Recreation Sites 

 



 
July 6, 2015 Thunderstorm Event 

Flooding & Sediment Flows: 
Highway 38, South Fork Campground 

 
 
 
 
 

 



South Fork Rec Residence Before 
& After 7/6/15 Flooding Event 



 
 

 
LAND TREATMENTS: 

- Noxious Weed Detection and Removal 
- Rec Water Systems  

- OHV Trespass Barriers 
 

CHANNEL TREATMENTS: 
- Channel Clearing 

Emergency BAER Treatments 
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ROAD & TRAIL TREATMENTS: 
 

- Storm Proofing 
- Storm Patrol & Response 
- Closure & Warning Signs 

Emergency BAER Treatments 
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PROTECTION & SAFETY TREATMENTS: 
- Recordation of Cultural Resources (Flume) 

- - Interagency Coordination 
- Implementation Leadership 
- Area, Trail, & Road Closures 

 
 

MONITORING 

Emergency BAER Treatments 
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Next Steps… 

  
 

• Continue Rec Residences & Org Camp 
Information Sharing 

• Implement BAER Emergency Treatments 
• Continue On-going Interagency 

Coordination 
• Provide Public Updates & Safety Messaging 

• Re-Evaluate Forest Closure Areas 
 in Spring 2016 
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Be Prepared – Be Safe 
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