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Kaibab National Forest to conduct prescribed burn east of Tusayan

TUSAYAN, Ariz. — Fire managers with the Kaibab National Forest plan to begin ignitions tomorrow on a 270-acre
block of forest just east of the Town of Tusayan and south of the boundary with Grand Canyon National Park as part
of the Tusayan East Prescribed Fire project.

Specifically, fire managers will begin treating about 125 acres on the northern end of the project area tomorrow
morning and then will decide whether to continue with additional ignitions depending on the amount and direction
of smoke produced. Fire managers are hoping to capitalize on predicted steady, southwest winds to push smoke
away from Tusayan, the Grand Canyon Airport and the South Rim of Grand Canyon National Park.

No prescribed burning is planned for the weekend. On Saturday and Sunday, fire managers plan to focus on holding
fire lines and patrolling the acres that were able to be treated Friday with prescribed burning. If the entire 270-acre
unit cannot be completed Friday, fire managers will look for appropriate weather conditions next week to continue
the prescribed fire project.

The objectives of the Tusayan East Prescribed Fire project include reintroducing fire as a natural part of the
ecosystem, reducing the risk for uncharacteristically intense stand-replacement wildfire, improving the overall
health and condition of the forest, and creating a mosaic of habitat conditions in the area.

All prescribed burning on the Kaibab National Forest is subject to approval by the Arizona Department of
Environmental Quality and appropriate weather conditions. For additional information on the Smoke Management
Division of the ADEQ, and to view prescribed burns authorized for any given day, visit www.azdeg.gov.

For additional information on the Kaibab National Forest, visit www.fs.usda.gov/kaibab. Fire information and
updates are also available through the following channels:

o Fire Information Line at (928) 635-8311
e Inciweb at http://inciweb.nwcg.gov
e Twitter at www.twitter.com/KaibabNF
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