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(MAYER, AZ  May 17, 2012)

Update from Red Cross on Gladiator Fire Sheltering
Here is today’s update, current as of 4 p.m.:

· Red Cross is converting its overnight shelter to a reception and care center, which will provide snacks, water and a place to rest during the day for those affected by the Gladiator Fire.  The Red Cross Reception and Care Center will open at Mayer Elementary School, 12606 E. Main St., Mayer, AZ  86333 on Friday May 18 at 10 a.m. and will stay open until 5 p.m. each day until further notice.  There will be no overnight accommodations there but if evacuees need overnight sheltering, the Red Cross will convert the center to a shelter within minutes.

· The Red Cross shelter at Bradshaw Mountain High School East Campus, 6144 N. Robert Road, Prescott Valley, AZ 86314 will close tonight at 7 p.m. because overnight sheltering has not been needed for large numbers of evacuees. Since Sunday, the total number of overnight shelter stays have been fewer than 10.  
· Red Cross telephone number for anyone needing help in the area is 928-237-6751. Red Cross can also be reached by calling 1-800-842-7349. 
· Victim Relief Ministries volunteers will provide emotional support at the Red Cross Reception and Care Center as needed. 

· Animal Disaster Services volunteers are sheltering household pets and livestock at the Mayer High School Agricultural Building in Spring Valley.  Animals are cared for around the clock by volunteers and food, water, leashes and crates are available.  Volunteers will administer medications and special diets if they are provided.  Anyone wanting to assist as a volunteer is encouraged to stop by the agricultural building.  Look for the red Animal Disaster Services trailer. 
·  Updates will be provided at a community meeting in the gymnasium of Mayer High School today at 6 p.m. 

