MINIMUM IMPACT SUPPRESSION TACTICS (MIST) GUIDELINES 

Fire management requires the fire manager and firefighter to select management tactics commensurate with the fire’s potential or existing behavior while producing the least possible impact on the resource being protected. The term used to describe these tactics is “Minimum Impact Suppression Tactics”, commonly called MIST. Simply put: MIST is a ‘do least damage’ philosophy. 

MIST is not intended to represent a separate or distinct classification of firefighting tactics but rather a mind set - how to suppress a wildfire while minimizing the long-term effects of the suppression action. MIST is the concept of using the minimum tool to safely and effectively accomplish the task. MIST should be considered for application on all fires in all types of land management. 

While MIST emphasizes suppressing wildland fire with the least impact to the land, actual fire conditions and good judgment will dictate the actions taken. Consider what is necessary to halt fire spread and containment within the fireline or designated perimeter boundary, while safely managing the incident. 

Use of MIST will not compromise firefighter safety or the effectiveness of suppression efforts. Safety zones and escape routes will be a factor in determining fireline location 

Accomplishments of minimum impact fire management techniques originate with instructions that are understandable, stated in measurable terms, and communicated both verbally and in writing. They are ensured by monitoring results on the ground. Evaluation of these tactics both during and after implementation will further the understanding and achievement of good land stewardship ethics during fire management activities. 

The intent of this guide is to serve as a checklist for all fire management personnel. 

INCIDENT MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS 

Fire managers and firefighters select tactics that have minimal impact to values at risk. These values are identified in approved Land or Resource Management Plans. Standards and guidelines are then tied to implementation practices which result from approved Fire Management Plans. 

• Firefighter and public safety cannot be compromised. 

• Evaluate suppression tactics during planning and strategy sessions to ensure they meet agency 

administrator objectives and MIST. Include agency Resource Advisor and/or designated representative. 

• Communicate MIST where applicable during briefings and implement during all phases of operations. 

• Evaluate the feasibility of Wildland Fire Use in conjunction with MIST when appropriate for achieving resource benefits. 

