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Current Situation:  At 8:00 this morning, the Southern Area Red Team, a Type 1 interagency incident management team made up of fire personnel from a variety of state and federal land management agencies, assumed command of the PK Complex.  This team will provide logistical, planning, financial, and operational support for the large number of crews, aircraft, fire engines, and other resources required to fight this fire.  These resources are being ordered from all over the United States to provide local fire departments a much-needed rest from their outstanding work.  After local resources have had a chance to rest and rehabilitate, they will then resume their day to day tasks of handling new local fires as they arise, while resources managed by the Red Team continue suppression of the PK Complex.  
Fire Update:  Yesterday strong winds from the northwest pushed the PK East Fire across Highway 254 eastward toward Graford.  At sunset yesterday the fire perimeter in this area was 3 to 6 miles west of Graford.  The same winds pushed another front of this fire down to the Brazos River in several places, prompting the evacuation of Palo Pinto.  Late in the afternoon and into the early evening, airtankers dropped retardant along ridges between the fire perimeter and Palo Pinto and along Highway 4.  Around Possum Kingdom Lake, there was little active fire in the Peninsula.  Crews did extensive structure protection work in the Hills subdivision.  South of there, the fire reached Highway 16 but did not cross, thanks to the hard work of fire crews conducting burnout operations north of Brad.  The northern tip of the PK West fire, just south of Graham, moved very little yesterday.  Hand crews worked in Possum Kingdom State Park.
Today air tactics will include additional retardant drops west of Highway 4.  Crews will also scout the area west of Highway 4 and north of Highway 180 for good places to construct dozer lines to keep the fire out of Palo Pinto.  In the southwest corner of the PK East fire, between park Road and Highway 180, crews will evaluate and prepare private property for fireline construction.

Closures:  16N is closed from the intersection with 180 at Brad to the intersection with 337.  FN 4 is closed from the intersection with 180 to the intersection with 254.  Road 254 is closed from the intersection of FN4 to the intersection with 16N.

Evacuations:  The town of Palo Pinto has been evacuated.  The following areas around Possum Kingdom Lake have been evacuated:  the Peninsula; the area along 2353; the Cliffs resort; Gains Bend; Sportsmans World; and Hog Bend.

	Fire Status
Fire Name: PK Complex
Geographic Location: Possum Kingdom Lake, TX
Acres Burned: 147,973 acres 
Start Date: 4/13/11 
Percent Contained: 25 percent
Expected Containment Date: 
Cause: Under investigation
Injuries: None
Structures Threatened: 2,000 residences
Structures Destroyed: 31 residences
	Resources
Crews: 3
Engines: 53
Helicopters: 5
Dozers: 7
Water Tenders: 0

Total Personnel Assigned: 342

Estimated Cost to Date: $354,832




Where to Take Donations: Helping Hands, located at 115 SW Third Street, and Trinity Baptist Church, both located in Mineral Wells, Texas will accept donations and will be a pick-up point for goods for citizens whose homes have burned.

There will be meetings on Wednesday, April 20, 2011 at the Welcome Center on Farm Road 1148 at 1:00 pm, and a meeting at Possum Kingdom East Fire Station at 4:00 pm. These meetings will have a representative from Helping Hands to find out specific needs for citizens whose homes have burned.

Cooperating Agencies:  Texas State Forest Service; Texas Department of Public Safety; Army National Guard; Local fire departments and VFDs.
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