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 MEDIA RELEASE

FIRE CAMP RECYCLING – WHITEWATER BALDY COMPLEX

GILA NATIONAL FOREST

June 12, 2012

Although common in the urban environment, recycling on large wildfire such as the Whitewater Baldy Fire on the Gila National Forest can take on a significantly different dimension.  Fire camps are often located in remote locations, making delivery of recycled products to recycling centers difficult.  

The Gila National Forest recognized the importance of recycling over fifteen years ago when it encouraged local businesses to get into the fire camp recycling process.  Don Franklin-Owens from Silver City, New Mexico accepted the challenge and has been working in fire camps providing this important service for the Forest Service.  When called by an agency managing a wildland fire Don’s company responds to the call and takes over the recycling program in fire camp. 

 The primary focus of the program is plastic bottles and cardboard that are found in abundance at these remote camps which can house in excess of 2,000 fire fighters. At the peak of the Whitewater Baldy Complex fire personnel were consuming five to seven pallets of water and Gatorade beverages each day.  Large quantities of cardboard were produced by the camp kitchen and supply organization due to packaging.

Through the recycling effort approximately two tons of waste product is hauled to the Silver City Recycling Center every two days.  The hauling of these items to a recycling center reduces the frequency in which trash dumpsters are hauled from the fire camp.  The items are also not going to a landfill to reduce landfill space.  For every five plastic bottles recycled one extra large t-shirt can be produced or one square foot of carpet.

In addition to products going to Silver City to the recycling center, products from the camp food service leftovers are recycled.  Cindy Keeler, the recycling operation manager has arranged with the Reserve Seventh Day Adventist Church to take the leftover non-perishable food.  John Swenson, the local Adventist pastor operates a small food bank through the church and distributes excess food to those in need in the community.  Food items which are not consumable are given to a local hog farmer as animal feed.

Although fire camp recycling is not required by the Forest Service, it is strongly encouraged.  Under the direction of Forest Supervisor Kelly Russell, the program is being used successfully on the Whitewater Baldy Complex to reduce impacts on the local landfill and place usable recyclables back into the production stream.
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