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Fire Behavior in Red Poacher Creek, Skyland Fire 

The video clip shows August 17, 2007 fire behavior on the south side of the Skyland Fire in Northwestern 
Montana. The extended active crowning caught on film serves as an illustration of the current burning 
conditions in lodgepole pine and subalpine fir forests. These conditions are a result of very dry timber fuels, 
high temperatures, low relative humidity and strong variable winds. The current high Energy Release 
Component, and High Burning Index lead to extreme fire behavior.The video was taken by Cole Orozco, 
Helicopter Manager, on Division S in the Red Poacher Creek area. 

TIPS: 
• These video clip options (Windows Media Format Movie and raw footage), are available at NIFC FTP SITE 

(See Related Links to the right) 
• Save either video file to your PC and play from your PC , not within the browser (i.e., Internet 

Explorer.)  
• The Windows Media Format (WMF) version (3.2Mb) is smaller than the Raw Footage (AVI) version 

(35.7Mb - 10+ minutes download time). 

  
This Fire Update was produced by the Skyland Fire Information Center staffed by PNW Team 3 Incident Management Team. 

Text version (508 Compliant) of this document is available at [InciWeb.org –Skyland Fire -  Announcements]. 
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http://www.nwcg.gov/pms/pubs/glossary/E.htm
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