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A Firefighters View  

Boehls Camp, near Clarkia, ID – At the Last Inch Fire, firefighter and former Marine Greg 
Edwards of Virginia State Crew Six was inspired to write the following two poems. 

Upon Our Backs  

Upon our backs we carry our pride.  
From camp to fire, one hours ride.  
Leading our crew, a man among men,  
on lost sleep our days begin.  
Another job just to be done.  
No prestige, or honor, or hours of fun.  
We come from homes, one thousand miles away  
losing sleep by night, and fighting fire by day.  
Sixteen hours of blood and sweat,  
just to get the holding line set.  
It takes more than class to do our job.  
For complacency kills. Just check our log  
of heroes gone and lives lost.  
No amount of forest is worth that cost.  
But every year we still mount up.  
And every season we still raise our cup  
in remembrance of every soul gone on before  
and praying that there are no more.  

  
Work of Pride  

The fire line, our work of pride.  
Half mile long with smoke our guide.  
Led along Satan’s finger,  
the charred remains of his victim’s linger.  
On sliding slope and three feet of ash,  
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leaning snags and pine trees crash.  
The sawyers cry “Be’ware below”,  
as 100 tons begin to go.  
As dust flies and embers glow,  
the tree settles as the fire grows.  
The line made by backs of steel  
as tools cleave, the line to seal.  
The fury harnessed by the hand of man,  
the fire no longer roams the land.  
Canadians, Americans together today  
halt the dragon where it lays.  
Now it slumbers in its bed  
waiting the wind that will raise its head.  

The Last Inch Fire is a lightning caused fire 12 miles east of Clarkia, ID that began on August 
12, 2015.  As of September 2, 2015 it was 737 acres and 69% contained.  96 firefighters are 
currently on the fire. 

For more information contact Last Inch Fire Information at (508) 400-3891.  

# 


