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Saturday, 09/17/2011, 9:00 a.m.      	
For Immediate Release	
	
	Birthday Fire
Facts at a Glance
	

	Size:  Approximately 628 acres
	Cause: Lightning
	Date Started:  09/05/2011
	Percent Containment:  0%

	Personnel Assigned: 45    
	Equipment Assigned:  None
	Aircraft Assigned:  One T3 Helicopter

	Cooperating Agencies: Idaho Department of Lands, Forest Capital LLC



The Birthday Fire was first spotted on Monday, September 5th, burning in subalpine fir and spruce near Abandon Mountain in the Selkirk Mountains, approximately 20 air miles northwest of Bonners Ferry, Idaho. Rick Kusicko’s Type II Northern Rockies Incident Management Team began managing the Birthday Fire on Monday, September 12th. The Incident Command Post for the fire has been established at the Bonners Ferry Ranger District.
The Birthday Fire is currently burning approximately 628 acres, across mixed ownerships, including US Forest Service, Idaho Department of Lands, Forest Capital LLC, and private lands. The fire is located in parts of Sections 3, 9, 10, 15, and 16 of Township 63 North, Range 3 West Boise Meridian. 
Cooler, drier conditions led to increased fire behavior Friday with smoldering hot spots within the fire’s interior.  Similar conditions are expected for Saturday.  The fire did not increase in size on Friday, and no growth is predicted for Saturday.  Some rainfall is forecasted for Sunday, but the fire will likely continue to smolder until a season ending event such as significant rain or snow extinguishes it.  
Rick Kusiko’s Type II Incident Management Team will turn management of the Birthday Fire back to the Bonners Ferry Ranger District on Sunday morning.  District fire staff will continue to closely monitor the Birthday Fire, and helicopter resources remain available in the event water drops are necessary. 
This will be the last Fire Update unless significant fire activity occurs. For Birthday Fire information, you can continue to reach Fire Information Officer, Jennifer Costich at 208-267-6775 until 9:00 p.m. on Saturday, 09/17/2011.  After that time, you can reach local Information Officer Shanna Kleinsmith, at 208-267-6729 or birthdayfire@gmail.com.  Closures and announcements will also be posted on www.inciweb.org ; from the drop down menu, select “Birthday Fire”
Road, Trail and Area Closures: The following road, trail and area closures remain in effect until further notice.  Numerous road, trail, and area closures are in effect surrounding the Birthday Fire, including: FSRoad 281, from its junction with FSR655; the entire length of Trail 21 (starting at West Fork Trailhead to the junction with Trail 102); the entire length of Trail 347 (starting at Trail 21, to its termination at West Fork Mountain); FSRoad 2545 (from the junction with Road 655 to its termination); the entire length of Trail 102 (starting at Hidden Lake trailhead, to its termination at Road 281); FSRoad 2443 from the junction with Road 281; the entire length of Trail 17 (starting at the trailhead on road 2443); and the entire length of Trail 18 (starting at Cutoff Peak, ending at Smith Triangulation.) For a complete legal description of closures, as well as an area closure map, please see the announcements posted on the “Birthday Fire” on www.inciweb.org. 
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