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Wednesday, 09/14/2011, 9:00 a.m.      


For Immediate Release

	
	Birthday Fire
Facts at a Glance
	

	Size:  Approximately 628 acres
	Cause: Lightning
	Date Started:  09/05/2011
	Percent Containment:  0%

	Personnel Assigned: 65    
	Equipment Assigned:  None
	Aircraft Assigned:  One T3 Helicopter; Three T2 Helicopters (2 assigned; 1 shared with IDL)

	Cooperating Agencies: Idaho Department of Lands, Forest Capital LLC


The Birthday Fire was first spotted on Monday, September 5th, burning in subalpine fir and spruce near Abandon Mountain in the Selkirk Mountains, approximately 20 air miles northwest of Bonners Ferry, Idaho. Rick Kusicko’s Type II Northern Rockies Incident Management Team began managing the Birthday Fire on Monday, September 12th. The Incident Command Post for the fire has been established at the Bonners Ferry Ranger District.

The Birthday Fire is currently burning approximately 628 acres, across mixed ownerships, including US Forest Service, Idaho Department of Lands, Forest Capital LLC, and private lands. The fire is located in parts of Sections 3, 9, 10, 15, and 16 of Township 63 North, Range 3 West Boise Meridian. 
Tuesday, cooler conditions and an air inversion helped moderate fire behavior, significantly slowing spread. Although hot spots are still active, particularly around the northeastern edge of the main fire and the southern edge of the spot fire, most of the fire activity was surface fire, with only limited tree torching. Firefighters continue to prepare structure protection measures for a private cabin in Section 10, approximately ¼ mile from the fire perimeter (in case the fire grows significantly.) 
Wednesday, crews will begin to construct line along a ridgeline on the fire’s western perimeter to prevent further spread onto State lands. Fire Behavior Analyst, Matt Butler, urged crews to “be prepared this afternoon and tomorrow, as breezy conditions in conjunction with a forecasted cold front tomorrow could prompt more active fire behavior and the potential for short-range spotting.”
For Birthday Fire information, you can reach Fire Information Officer, Jennifer Costich, at 208-267-6775 or birthdayfire@gmail.com.  Closures and announcements will also be posted on www.inciweb.org ; from the drop down menu, select “Birthday Fire”
Road, Trail, and Area Closures:  Numerous road, trail, and area closures are in effect surrounding the Birthday Fire, including: FSRoad 281, from its junction with FSR655; the entire length of Trail 21 (starting at West Fork Trailhead to the junction with Trail 102); the entire length of Trail 347 (starting at Trail 21, to its termination at West Fork Mountain); FSRoad 2545 (from the junction with Road 655 to its termination); the entire length of Trail 102 (starting at Hidden Lake trailhead, to its termination at Road 281); FSRoad 2443 from the junction with Road 281; the entire length of Trail 17 (starting at the trailhead on road 2443); and the entire length of Trail 18 (starting at Cutoff Peak, ending at Smith Triangulation.) For a complete legal description of closures, as well as an area closure map, please see the announcements posted on the “Birthday Fire” on www.inciweb.org. 
-End-






