Highlights for Saturday 6/30, Treasure Fire

Now that the Treasure Fire is 80% contained, downsizing has begun.  After working on Friday, the 10-person Americorps crew was released to return to their other forestry duties next week.  
One more crew is expected to be released after working Saturday, as is the Treasure Fire’s helicopter.  The last work shift for two more crews is planned to be Sunday.  
That will leave two crews (40 firefighters plus support) working on the fire next week:  MidPlains and Pacific Oasis.  They will likely stay for about another week, after which  responsibility for the fire returns to local US Forest Service firefighters.
The fire camp has moved from Ice Palace Park to Colorado Mountain College, where the logistics of supporting the crews will be a little simpler.
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	The helicopter ferries water to the fireline, where firefighters are waiting to direct the drop to a pinpoint location.   The Treasure Fire’s high altitude reduces the helicopter’s effective strength.  The bucket has therefore been cinched down to carry less than its full capacity.  Photo courtesy James Russell, Gallatin Helirapeller



Feature:   Is the Fire Secure?
Fires that have unexpectedly rekindled have been in the news distressingly often.    Where is the certainty the Treasure Fire won’t?
Consider the fire’s condition already.  Today a few wisps of smoke show here and there in the interior, and no flame.  In the last two days, as crews continue to search and systematically search again for new spot fires outside the fireline, they haven’t found any.  Yet whole crews will work on those few hot areas for several days.
Look at the numbers.  Fire is a natural process and affected by weather so there is no absolute certainty.  Nationwide, the U.S. averages about 75,000 wildland fires a year.  Any fire, and not just the big ones, can rekindle.  Yet almost none do.
A third source of reassurance are the built-in protections from uncertainty.  Even when fire managers feel confident the fire is contained, firefighters will hike in to the fire every day to check it yet again.   After that and continuing for weeks, the checks will be every couple days.  The Treasure fire has less heat every day.  But even long after no heat is apparent, the fire will be watched.  
Fire information is available at facebook.com/lcoem, inciweb.org.  Reach us also via leadvilletreasurefire@gmail.com or  719 486 7418.
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