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Pine Ridge Fire Update

Rocky Mountain Incident Management Team- Bill Hahnenberg, Incident Commander


Fire Information (970) 456-3623
Email:  pineridgefireinfo@gmail.com
Hours of operation: 7:00 a.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Date June 30, 2012
Time 8:00 p.m.



Current Situation: The majority of fire activity today occurred on the north flank and southeast corner of the incident.  Helicopters and air tankers provided support for ground crews along the north flank with retardant and water drops cooling the fire’s edge making it possible to conduct the planned burnout operations tying the fireline.  The Colorado River and I-70 corridor was patrolled heavily today to prevent the establishment of spot fires across the river. The southeast corner of the fire continued to back aggressively towards the Colorado River, but crews and air resources have held it west of the river.

Containment lines continue to be reinforced and secured using natural barriers where possible and tying fireline into existing road systems. Interior areas of unburned vegetation continue to burn.
Evacuations and Public Safety: This evening Sheriff Stan Hilkey and Pine Ridge Fire Incident Commander Bill Hahnenberg have lifted the evacuation order for all residents in the DeBeque area. Oil and gas industry operators are still required to stay out of the area and those who evacuated livestock should not return home with any large animals at this time. Due to the pre-evacuation order remaining in effect in many parts of eastern Mesa County, even those residents who return home should remain vigilant and ready to leave again.
The evacuation center at Palisade High School has been open around the clock since 5:45 p.m., on Thursday, June 28, 2012, for the Pine Ridge Fire evacuees. However, the evacuation center hasn’t seen a single evacuee, so at 2 p.m. today the Mesa County Emergency Operation Center directed the evacuation center to close. The American Red Cross remains available and able to reactivate the center if it is needed again or to assist those displaced by the Pine Ridge Fire on an individual basis.
Mesa County residents can register for the Emergency Notification through the City of Grand Junction website at: www.gjcity.org. This will allow 911 operators to notify residents by land line and cell phone of emergnecies or evacuation orders being reinstated.
Community Meeting:  A community meeting is being held Sunday, July 1 at 5:30 p.m. at The Community Center, 397 Minter Ave., DeBeque.  

1-70 is currently open but travelers should be aware that road closures could be implemented if fire activity warrants. 
Fire Statistics:


Location: 10 miles north of Grand Junction, CO in the Bookcliffs
Start Date: June 27, 2012 

Size:  12,430 acres





Percent Contained: 25
Cause:  Lightning


Total Personnel: Approximately 321     

Resources Include: 2 Type 1 hand crews, 5 Type 2 hand crews, 32 engines, 2 watertenders, and overhead personnel
Air Resources: 3 helicopters, 1 Skycrane arriving today, 4 heavy air tankers and fixed wing support
Cost: $986,561
