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NEWS RELEASE

Sequoia National Forest and the Giant Sequoia National Monument
Kern River Ranger District, 105 Whitney Road, PO Box 9, Kernville, CA.  93238

Date:  September 6, 2011


                   
      Contact: Cindy Thill, Public Affairs/Fire

For Immediate Release



                  Phone:     (760) 376-3781, # 625 

Forest Service Firefighters

 Access “Willows Fire” By Boat and Air
Kernville, CA….Firefighters responded to a wildland fire, above the town of Kernville along Mountain 99,  this weekend. The fire, located 18 miles north of Kernville, on the west side of the Kern River is presently held to 306 acres and 40% contained.  
On Sunday evening, September 4th, the “Willows” fire was reported at approximately 10:00 p.m. On Monday, firefighters and their gear were shuttled across the Kern River by rafts.  A local rafting company (Mountain & River Adventures) provided the rafts and guides.  

The fire was initially called an “air show” -  terminology for an area that is hard to reach by ground either by location or existing natural features – such as the Kern River  -  areas in which only aircraft can provide immediate access. Kernville Helibase kept busy all day Monday as three helicopters dropped  water on the fire.  Porterville Air Tanker base was equally busy as two Air Tankers assisted with retardant drops.
Nine handcrews, four engines, two patrols, two air attack, two air tankers, three helicopters, and fire management overhead, from the US Forest Service were dispatched to the scene, totaling over 260 firefighting personnel.  The cause of the fire is still under investigation.  Forest Service Law Enforcement personnel are continuing to conduct the investigation. 
Mountain 99 remains open with one lane traffic control in the fire area. Tulare County Road Department provided road signs.
Today, Tuesday, Kernville Helibase will be transporting firefighters by air utilizing three helicopters.
Kern River District Ranger Rick Larson commented, “The fire started mid slope in extremely steep grass and brush covered terrain causing concern for our firefighters’ safety.”  Larson continued, “Safety  remains the number one priority and everyone involved will continue to work cautiously and diligently.”
If you witnessed any suspicious activity or have information regarding this fire, please contact the National Forest Hotline number at (559) 294-4894.
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